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The	
  GRI	
  Sustainability	
  
Repor@ng	
  Guidelines	
  
-­‐Main	
  Features	
  of	
  G4-­‐	
  



•  Introduc@on	
  G4	
  
•  Focus	
  on	
  materiality	
  

•  Financial	
  Services	
  
Sector	
  Disclosures	
  

•  Repor@ng	
  in	
  the	
  
sector	
  

Topics	
  



Overview	
  of	
  G4	
  



Guidelines	
  presented	
  in	
  two	
  parts	
  

Download	
  both	
  parts	
  for	
  free	
  
on	
  www.globalrepor@ng.org	
  



General	
  and	
  Specific	
  Disclosures	
  



‘G4	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  provide	
  guidance	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  
best	
  present	
  sustainability	
  disclosures	
  in	
  
different	
  report	
  formats…..	
  
	
  
…..	
  be	
  they	
  alone	
  sustainability	
  reports,	
  
integrated	
  reports,	
  annual	
  reports	
  or	
  other	
  
disclosure	
  formats’	
  
	
  

G4	
  and	
  Integrated	
  Repor@ng	
  



•  Reports	
  published	
  aLer	
  31	
  December	
  2015	
  
should	
  be	
  prepared	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  
G4	
  Guidelines	
  	
  

•  GRI	
  recommends	
  that	
  first	
  2me	
  repor2ng	
  
organiza@ons	
  use	
  the	
  G4	
  Guidelines	
  

Transi@on	
  from	
  G3/G3.1	
  to	
  G4	
  



When	
  G4	
  started,	
  GRI	
  an2cipated:	
  
	
  
•  Con@nued	
  strong	
  growth	
  in	
  sustainability	
  repor@ng	
  
•  Increased	
  interest	
  in	
  what	
  organiza@onal	
  leadership	
  

iden@fies	
  as	
  cri@cal	
  sustainability	
  topics	
  (and	
  how	
  it	
  
will	
  address	
  these	
  impacts)	
  

•  Increasing	
  interest	
  from	
  report	
  users	
  for	
  clearly-­‐
presented	
  and	
  accessible	
  informa@on	
  	
  

•  Harmoniza@on	
  between	
  repor@ng	
  systems	
  
•  Increased	
  integra@on	
  of	
  financial	
  and	
  sustainability	
  

repor@ng	
  

	
  

Why	
  G4?	
  



G3.1	
  Guidelines	
  	
  
•  The	
  most	
  up-­‐to-­‐date	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  GRI	
  Guidelines	
  

	
  
G4	
  Objec2ves	
  
•  Be	
  user-­‐friendly	
  for	
  beginner	
  and	
  experienced	
  reporters	
  
•  Improve	
  technical	
  quality,	
  with	
  clearer	
  defini@ons	
  
•  Align	
  with	
  other	
  interna@onal	
  repor@ng	
  references	
  

(frameworks)	
  
•  Lead	
  to	
  reports	
  that	
  focus	
  on	
  material	
  topics	
  
•  Offer	
  guidance	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  link	
  sustainability	
  and	
  

integrated	
  repor@ng,	
  aligned	
  with	
  the	
  IIRC	
  
•  Improve	
  data	
  accessibility	
  (XBRL	
  taxonomy)	
  

	
  

Star@ng	
  points	
  for	
  G4	
  



Focus	
  on	
  what	
  ma]ers,	
  where	
  it	
  ma]ers	
  



•  The	
  focus	
  on	
  what	
  maGers,	
  where	
  it	
  maGers	
  
•  Iden@fying	
  what	
  is	
  cri2cal	
  to	
  be	
  managed	
  and	
  

changed,	
  even	
  if	
  the	
  organiza@on	
  is	
  not	
  ready	
  to	
  
measure/manage	
  it	
  

•  Not	
  about	
  all	
  possible	
  sustainability	
  related	
  topics	
  
that	
  the	
  organiza@on	
  monitors.	
  The	
  report	
  is	
  
focused	
  on	
  the	
  material	
  topics	
  

G4	
  is	
  about	
  



•  Emphasis	
  on	
  what	
  is	
  material	
  encourages	
  
organiza@ons	
  to	
  provide	
  only	
  informa2on	
  cri2cal	
  to	
  
their	
  business	
  and	
  stakeholders.	
  	
  

•  Organiza@ons	
  and	
  report	
  users	
  can	
  concentrate	
  on	
  
sustainability	
  impacts	
  that	
  maGer,	
  resul@ng	
  in	
  
reports	
  that	
  are	
  more	
  strategic,	
  more	
  focused,	
  more	
  
credible,	
  and	
  easier	
  to	
  navigate.	
  

•  G4	
  provides	
  guidance	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  select	
  material	
  
topics,	
  and	
  explain	
  the	
  boundaries	
  of	
  where	
  these	
  
occur	
  

Materiality	
  



Two	
  op@ons	
  
•  Core	
  	
  
•  Comprehensive	
  	
  

Both	
  have	
  focus	
  on	
  process	
  to	
  define	
  material	
  
Aspects	
  and	
  Boundaries	
  

In	
  Accordance	
  –	
  Two	
  Op@ons	
  



In	
  Accordance	
  –	
  Two	
  Op@ons	
  



In	
  Accordance	
  –	
  Two	
  Op@ons	
  



New	
  and	
  revised	
  disclosures	
  



Ethics	
  &	
  Integrity	
  	
  
General	
  Standard	
  Disclosures	
  

•  G4-­‐56	
  (Core	
  &	
  Comprehensive)	
  
•  G4-­‐57	
  to	
  G4-­‐58	
  (Comprehensive)	
  

Governance	
  	
  
General	
  Standard	
  Disclosures	
  	
  

•  G4-­‐34	
  (Core	
  &	
  Comprehensive)	
  
•  G4-­‐35	
  to	
  G4-­‐55	
  (Comprehensive)	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

New	
  and	
  revised	
  disclosures	
  



Supply	
  Chain	
  	
  
General	
  and	
  Specific	
  Standard	
  Disclosures	
  

•  G4-­‐12:	
  Descrip@on	
  of	
  the	
  Supply	
  Chain	
  (Core	
  &	
  
Comprehensive)	
  

•  G4-­‐EC9:	
  Procurement	
  Prac@ces	
  
•  Supplier	
  Assessment	
  &	
  Grievance	
  Mechanisms	
  

(Environmental,	
  Labor,	
  Human	
  Rights,	
  Society)	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

New	
  and	
  revised	
  disclosures	
  



GHG	
  Emissions	
  &	
  Energy	
  	
  
Specific	
  Standard	
  Disclosures	
  

•  G4-­‐EN3	
  to	
  G4-­‐EN7	
  
•  G4-­‐EN15	
  to	
  G4-­‐EN21	
  

	
  
An2-­‐corrup2on	
  and	
  Public	
  Policy	
  	
  
Specific	
  Standard	
  Disclosures	
  	
  

•  G4-­‐SO3	
  to	
  G4-­‐SO6	
  

	
  

New	
  and	
  revised	
  disclosures	
  



Generic	
  DMA	
  
•  Report	
  why	
  the	
  Aspect	
  is	
  material.	
  Report	
  the	
  

impacts	
  that	
  make	
  this	
  Aspect	
  material	
  
•  Report	
  how	
  the	
  organiza@on	
  manages	
  the	
  material	
  

Aspect	
  or	
  its	
  impacts	
  
•  Report	
  the	
  evalua@on	
  of	
  the	
  management	
  approach	
  

	
  
	
  

New	
  and	
  revised	
  disclosures	
  



•  Current	
  10	
  Sector	
  Supplements	
  content	
  	
  is	
  
reorganized	
  based	
  on	
  G4	
  

•  Reporters	
  to	
  consider	
  this	
  content	
  when	
  defining	
  
what	
  is	
  material	
  

•  If	
  material,	
  sector	
  disclosures	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  reported	
  

•  10	
  “Sector	
  Disclosures”	
  tables	
  will	
  be	
  published	
  on	
  
GRI	
  website	
  

	
  

Sector	
  Disclosures	
  
	
  



Why	
  develop	
  a	
  Sector	
  Supplement?	
  

•  Sector	
  specific	
  themes	
  not	
  (sufficiently)	
  
covered	
  in	
  the	
  GRI	
  Guidelines	
  

•  Interest	
  in	
  sustainability	
  repor@ng	
  from	
  the	
  
sector	
  and	
  in	
  crea@on	
  of	
  sector	
  specific	
  
repor@ng	
  guidance	
  

•  Poten@al	
  to	
  increase	
  repor@ng	
  in	
  sector,	
  and	
  
make	
  repor@ng	
  more	
  effec@ve	
  

	
  



How	
  are	
  GRI	
  Supplements	
  developed?	
  

•  Developed	
  in	
  a	
  2-­‐year	
  process	
  
•  By	
  a	
  mul@-­‐stakeholder	
  Working	
  Group	
  
consensus-­‐seeking	
  approach	
  

•  Including	
  two	
  opportuni@es	
  for	
  public	
  
comment	
  

•  Approval	
  by	
  GRI	
  Governance	
  bodies,	
  under	
  
GRI	
  due	
  process	
  



A.	
  General	
  Standard	
  Disclosures	
  
B.	
  Specific	
  Standard	
  Disclosures	
  related	
  to	
  G4	
  
Aspects	
  and	
  related	
  to	
  C.	
  Sector	
  Specific	
  Aspects	
  
-­‐  Sector	
  specific	
  DMA	
  
-­‐  Sector	
  specific	
  Indicators	
  
-­‐  Addi@onal	
  data	
  points	
  to	
  G4	
  Indicators	
  
-­‐  Addi@onal	
  Guidance	
  to	
  G4	
  Indicators	
  
D.	
  General	
  Notes	
  

Types	
  of	
  Disclosures	
  



Financial	
  Services	
  Sector	
  
Supplement	
  

•  First	
  published	
  GRI	
  Supplement	
  (2008)	
  
	
  
•  Development	
  process	
  started	
  with	
  two	
  
Working	
  Groups:	
  environment	
  and	
  social	
  
merged	
  together	
  in	
  second	
  phase	
  



Topics	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  Financial	
  
Services	
  Sector	
  Supplement	
  

•  Product	
  Porjolio	
  	
  
•  Audit	
  	
  
•  Ac@ve	
  ownership	
  	
  
•  Economic	
  Performance	
  	
  
•  Investment	
  and	
  procurement	
  prac@ces	
  	
  
•  Community	
  	
  
•  Product	
  and	
  service	
  labelling	
  



GRI	
  Repor@ng	
  Trend:	
  1999	
  -­‐2013	
  

* Data from the Sustainability Disclosure Database as at 2 October 2013 
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www.globalrepor@ng.org	
  

G4 
  

The map for  
your sustainability 

journey 

For	
  technical	
  enquiries,	
  please	
  email	
  
guidelines@globalrepor@ng.org	
  
	
  
To	
  provide	
  feedback,	
  please	
  email	
  	
  
feedback@globalrepor@ng.org	
  	
  


